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An Epinspures Diseasep Meat Prosecution. 


So far as Scotland is concerned, the test case 
which we reproduce this week is a very important 
one. Its main moral may be stated in one sentenc® 
from the judgment. ‘‘ When symptoms of disease 
appear, an owner must at once be on his guard, 
and any attempted sale is at his peril.’ This prac- 
tically casts the obligation upon the owner himself, 
whenever he sees symptoms of disease, to ascertain 
their cause before selling the animal for slaughter. 
Common sense and public duty alike enjoin thig 
course; and we are glad to see it also affirmed as 
an injunction of Scotch law. 


Tue Suppiy or STUDENTs. 


As the consideration of compulsory pupilage by 
the Societies proceeds, there are signs that one of 
the many objections to the proposal is becoming 
fully appreciated. Compulsory pupilage would 
increase the obligations of veterinary students, and 
by doing so would naturally tend to decrease the 
numbers. This objection is a very serious one just 


now. 

The supply of students has been unsatisfactory 
for years, and without compulsory pupilage to 
aggravate it, will probably be very much more so in 
the immediate future ; fora large proportion of our 
students are now in the Army, and some of them— 
perhaps many —will never return to College. 
Further, for some time after the war is well over, it 
is unlikely that there will be any increase on the 
recent numbers of students entering College ; while 
it is more than possible that there may be a 
decrease. It is doubtful whether our profession 
will seem to offer better prospects to young men 
than it did a year ago; but it is certain that some 
other occupations willdo so. The counter-attraction 
of the medical profession will probably be stronger 
than ever before; for the great mortality among 
Army surgeons will at least create a popular 
impression of a shortage of medical men. Again, 
the acquisition of new colonies and fresh trade that 

ace will bring us will provide numbers of open- 
ings, professional and commercial, many of which 
will promise better than veterinary surgery. There 
will be more to lure a possible veterinary student 
from our gates; there may be less to tempt him 
within them; and to add to the difficulty and 
expense of his college career would be more than in- 
advisable. 


PERI-NEPHRITIC ABSCESS. 


An interesting case came under my notice re- 
cently, and as it is uncommon, it may, possibly, be 
instructive to those who have not come in contact 
with this pathological condition. Further, it may 
induce some odd member of our profession to assist 
the editor of The Veterinary Record by contributing 
an article say, once in a lifetime. Perusal of The 
Veterinary Record indicates a terrible lack of in- 
terest in the reporting of interesting cases, and 
when one comes to think that there are upwards of 
3000 members, it is, to say the least of it, rather 
regrettable that more members do not take the 
interest they should in these matters. 

The subject of this article was a bay gelding 
bought for the army, and about Christmas-time 
developed strangles. He was out on the lines, 
and gradually recovered after the strangles abscess 
had evacuated itself. Several weeks afterwards my 
attention was attracted by the appearance of a 
large swelling on the inside of the off stifle. Find- 
ing that it fluétuated freely, I opened it and let out 
several pints of healthy pus. The sac was thoroughly 
washed out with a solution of Hyd. perchlor. The 
following day, Iodine solution was used in a similar 
manner. The dressing was repeated daily. The 
wound gradually healed, but the subject of the 
operation did not keep his condition, indeed, he 
lost flesh and appetite. In the course of a few 
weeks a discharge of pus was noticed running from 
the surgical wound on the inside of the stifle, and 
during the day probably a pint was discharged. 
The wound was opened up, redressed, but made no 
progress, neither did the animal; he lost flesh 
daily, his general sane became more and 
more unhealthy, therefore it was decided to destroy 
him. 

This accomplished, a post-mortem was carefully 
made, and the passage from the external wound 
followed up; when it was found to travel up the 
inside of the limb, forwards and upwards on the 
inside of the pelvis until it gained the underside of 
the spinal column, where a well-defined channel 
ran to the superior surface of the off kidney. The 
kidney was enlarged to several times its normal 
dimensions, and, upon removal, a large abscess was 
noted in the peri-renal tissue. The walls of the 
abscess were of great thickness, and the contents 
measured a pint of healthy matter. 

Further careful dissection indicated that the 
kidney structure had, at some previous date, been 
seriously affected almost to the pelvis of the organ. 

The opinion that I formed at the time was, that 
it originated as the result of the previous attack of 
strangles. W. B. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


Is TILETTIA HARMFUL TO ANIMALS ? 


It is not positively demonstrated that footstuffs 
contaminated with spores of smut-fungi of the 

enus Tilettia are harmful to animals. Pusch and 

ubeuf, working upon the question, have obtained 
negative results. A further link in the chain of 
negative evidence is —. by Arthur Scheunert 
and Ernst Lotsch, who have published their more 
recent results. (Zeitschr. f. Infectionskr. usw. d. 
Haust). 

Scheunert and Létsch experimented with pigs, 
and observed no serious illness of any kind asa 
result of feeding with foods contaminated with 
Tilettia. It is especially noteworthy that this food 
was given copiously to two pregnant sows without 
producing abortion. Both sows, after normal 
periods of pregnancy, gave birth to fully developed 

oung; and, although the mothers continued to be 

ed with the same food, the young animals: throve 

' well. Further, the use of the food produced neither 
acute nor chronic intestinal irritation. 

In these experiments, the pigs were kept under 
good conditions. They were well housed and well 
cared for; and other food of irreproachable quality 
was given with that infected with Tilettia. The 
result seems to show that, under such condition, 
a contamination of the food with Tilettia is not 
harmful.—( Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


(The general impression, although not apparently 
founded upon definite observations, has hitherto 
been that smut-fungi of the Tilettia genus are 
poisonous.—T7ansl.) 


A PECULIAR CASE OF STRANGLES. 


Boudeaud and Demé have recorded the following 
case (Revue gén. de Méd Vét.) A four-year-old 
horse, after having worked as usual the day before, 
showed severe symptoms of illness with a tempera- 
ture of 103.6°F. A considerable swelling had 
formed at each knee-joint, and these swellings in- 
creased, felt warm, were very painful, and went 
down again after four or five days. On the sixth 
day asimilar swelling appeared on the right hind 
fetlock joint; and soon afterwards the left hind and 
both fore fetlock joints also became involved. After 
twenty days a severe angina, with dyspnaic breath- 
ing and roaring, appeared ; and this lasted seven or 
eight days. From this time forward the horse 
required almost two months for recovery; and the 
convalescence was interrupted by infectious in- 
flammations of the hip and carpal joints. As the 
horse came from a stable in whieh strangles was 
raging, the nature of these localised synovites 
could easily be diagnosed. 

The treatment was very varied. At first it con- 
sisted of subcutaneous injections of polyvalent 
anti-streptococcus serum, of which from 20 to 30 
grammes were given daily for a fortnight. Further 
treatment consisted of subcutaneous injections of 
sodium salicylate and the administration of different 
electuaries, which contained gentian, nux vomica, 


antifebrin, camphor, potassium iodide, Kermes 
mineral, aconite powder, belladonna extract, and 
digitalis powder. While the dyspneic symptoms 
were present intravenous injections of tallianine (10 
to 20 grammes daily) were given; and these yielded 
good results. During convalescence four or five 
subcutaneous injections of caffeine or caffeine and 
strychnine were given; and during this period 
nuelein (100 to 125 grammes daily) was also given. 
“ Lavocet” nuclein was used.—( Berliner Tier Woch. 


PARALYSIS OF THE TONGUE IN A Pia. 

Paralysis of the tongue occurs especially in 
horses, cattle and dogs after mechanical injuries or 
in the course of infectious diseases. In swine, 
paralysis of the tongue—that is, a paralysis of the 
hypoglossal nerve—has seldom been observed. 
Friedrichs has recorded one case as follows. 

A pig had undergone protective inoculation 
against swine erysipelas. ight days later, the 
owner reported that the animal had fed badly 
since the inoculation. On examination, Friedrichs 
found that the tongue was hanging from the mouth 
on the right side and could not be drawn back. 
This part of the tongue was swollen and completely 
dry. The taking of food was defective and only 
went on very slowly, as chewing and swallowing 
were rendered very difficult. In consequence, the 
pig had fallen off in condition. Fourteen days later 
no improvement in the paralysis had taken place, 
and the general condition had become still worse ; 
so the pig was slaughtered. 

As no other cause for the paralysis could be 
demonstrated, Friedrichs was fo to conclude 
that it originated in a traumatism from the means 
of restraint adopted for the inoculation. This was 
the so-called “ pig-twitch” of Michalik—a pincer- 
like instrument which is placed from above upon 
the upper jaw of the pig, and by the exercise of a 
light pressure secures the head. Friedrichs thinks 
that in this case the pressure had been too severe, 
and had caused crushing of the muscles and the 
hypoglossal nerve, with consequent paralysis of the 
tongue. Hs had previously used the same ap- 
paratus for the protective inoculation of about 
10,000 pigs without any mishap.—(Berliner Tier. 
Woch.). W. R.C. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NationaL V.M.A.—NorTHERN Brancu.] 


A meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel, Darling- 
ton, on Friday, June 4th, Mr. J. M. Walker, West 
Hartlepool, President, in the Chair. There were also 
present: Messrs. P. Snaith and A. C. Forbes, Bishop 
Auckland ; G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; E. R. Gibson, 
Seaham Harbour; T. Wilkinson, Lanchester; R. Barker, 
Stockton-on-Tees; W. N. Dobbing, F. H. Sanderson 
and J. H. Taylor, Darlington. 

The Secretary stated that this was the first meeting 
of the Association, correctly speaking, since June last 
year. The annual meeting and dinner was not held 
owing to the war; the December meeting could not be 
held owing to a quorum not being present; and the 


March meeting was not held, as it was decided not to 
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call meetings unless the President and Secretary thought 
it necessary, so many of the members were either en- 
gaged with the A.V.C., or helping to keep practices 
ther whilst the owners were away on active service. 
special meeting was held on January 30th this year, 
in accordance with a request from the R.C.V.S., res- 
pecting veterinary surgeons for the A.V.C., and he had 
sent invitations to practically all the veterinary sur- 
geons in Durham and the North Riding of Yorkshire to 
attend the meeting. The minutes of the June meeting 
had, therefore, not been signed, and in consequence 
these minutes, and those of the special meeting in 
January last required confirmation. 
It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously carried 
that the minutes of the two meetings, as they appeared 
in The Veterinary Record, be taken as read, and con- 


Votre or CoNDOLENCE. 


The SEcrETARY stated that since their last meeting 
one of their members, Mr. John Wilson, m.R.c.v.s., had 
away. On hearing of his death he got into com- 
munication with the President and s ted that the 
Association should send a wreath. The President 
agreed, and he accordingly took it to the funeral and 
represented the Association, and he had no doubt that 
the action of the President and himself would be en- 
dorsed by all the members of the Association. 
The PrEsIDENT proposed that a letter of condolence 
be sent Mr. Wilson’s two sisters ; this was seconded by 
the Secretary, and carried by all the members standing. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was read from the Secretary R.C.V.S., which 
stated that the letter sent to the College on the 4th of 
February, informing the Council what the Association 
were doing re the A.V.S. had been read, and he was 
instructed “to express to the South Durham and North 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association the Council’s 
warm appreciation of the patriotic way in which the 
Association was endeavouring to give effect to the 
8 tions made in the circular issued by the College.” 

tters were read from Messrs. C. G. Hill, and G. E. 
Nash, resigning their membership of the Association. 
Mr. Nash stated that he was resigning because he never 
seemed to be able to get to the meetings. 

Mr. SNalTH Mr. Dobbing seconded, and it 
was carried that Mr. Nash’s resignation be accepted 
with 

Mr. Grsson said that he was exceeding sorry to hear 
that Mr. Hill had sent in his resignation. He wasa 
very old friend of Mr. Hill, in fact they were at College 
together, and Mr. Hill had been a most regular attender 
at the meetings, and it seemed a great pity that he 
should think of resigning, for they could ill afford to 
ae — especially such useful ones as Mr. Hill 


nD. 
resignation, it was pro y Mr. For 
elated by Mr. Dudgeon, and carried, that the Secre- 
tary write to Mr. Hill and ask him to reconsider the 
matter. 

The Secretary stated that he had seen Mr. Awde 
with reference to him reconsidering his resignation, 
which was read at the June meeting last year, but 
Mr. Awde had refused to withdraw it. 


Victoria VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FunpD. 
The SecreETARY stated that it would be remembered 


that at the June meeting last year the feeling was ex- |. 


by some of the members that it seemed a pity 
that there were two societies doing benevolent work, 
and that it would be better if there was one strong body, 
and that he was instructed to mention this when be sent 
the annual subscription to Mr. Shipley. He did so, and 
the following was Mr. Shipley’s reply :— 


June 8th, 1914. 
Dear Mr. Taylor, 

Thanks so much for your kind letter and subscription 
from the South Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary 
+ “ree It is awfully good of you to continue to 

elp. 

l am quite aware that there is a feeling existing as to 
the two Societies, and I shall do my utmost to eyolve 
some scheme to obviate the difficulty in the future. 
First of all I would like to point out that the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Defence is primarily a de- 
fensive Association, and only when they have accumu- 
lated a sum of £1000 can we A place the sum of £400 for 
benevolence, and worse than that, only the interest of that 
£400 can be used to help. Therefore, you will see that 
whilst one subscribes 10s. 6d. a year for defence, which is 
really very cheap, and a business-like transaction, at the 
most only 3s 6d. or 4s. of that money can go for benevo- 
lence. Their invested funds only allow them to expend 
roughly about £170 per annum, and then subscribers to 

ith us, last year alone we spent practically in 
grants. The Defence Society are much richer than we 
are in invested funds. We have so many claims that 
we are not able to accumulate funds, and are only able 
to invest donations. According to the present rules of 
Benevolent and Defence Society they would need have 
something like ten times as many subscribers as they 
have now to be able to distribute anything like what is 


wanted. 

They are the oldest Society, and therefore it is a diffi- 
cult matter for us to approach them ; but I still hope 
that the time is not far distant when there will be one 
Defence Fund and one Benevolent Fund. 

I happen to be on the Council of both, and so you see 
that I quite appreciate the feeling which exists amongst 
the many veterinary surgeons. 

I am glad to hear any criticisms, and any suggestion 
that can be made to help the objects we have in view. 

With very kind regards, Sincerely yours, 

Wm. SHIPLey. 


An urgent ap from the President of the Fund, 
Mr. S. H. Slocock, was read, asking each member for 
his support to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

It was proposed by Mr. Snaith, seconded by Mr. 
Dobbing, and carried, that the annual subscription of 
£2 2s. be sent. ; 

A letter was read from the Eastern Counties V.M.S., 
asking for consideration of the following resolution : 
“That in view of the t scarcity of veterinary sur- 
geons, the time has arrived to encourage the graduation 
of practical men, and that this can only be obtained by 
the compulsory pupilage of students for at least twelve 
months, with a qualified veterinary surgeon, prior to 
being admitted as a student at any of the Veterinary 
Colleges. That this resolution be sent to all the Veter- 
inary Societies, and to the Council of the College.” 

r. DupGEon thought that the adoption of the reso- 
lution would not be attended with success. He certainly 
advocated a student seeing practice, but thought that 
this was best done by a man seeing practice between 
his College sessions. 

Mr. Gipson stated that-when he went to College for 
the first time and told the Secretary of the Uollege at 
which he went that he had seen a year or so of practice 
he was told to “forget all he had learnt there.” 

Mr. SNaITH was a strong advocate for seeing practice 
at the proper time. 

After further discussion it was proposed by Mr. Forbes, 
seconded by Mr Dudgeon, and carried, that the fol- 
lowing reply to the resolution be sent to the Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Society :— oa 

“That in the opinion of this Association compulsory 
pupilage of students for twelve months prior to going to 
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College would not increase the number of veterinary 


surgeons. 
ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Snairu said that he would like to propose the 
re-election of Mr. J. M. Walker as President for the 
next year. For obvious reasons only one or two meet- 
ings had been held during the last year, and the same 
condition of things would in all probability exist during 
the next year. 

Mr. WALKER replied by saying that he thought some- 

else had better be appointed President, as if he 
could arrange it he intended joining the A.V.S. He 
might not be able to arrange matters to enable him to 
get away, however, in which case he would be willing to 
act another year. 

The proposal was seconded by Mr. Forbes, and carried 
with acclamation. 

The SecrETARY said that as he had joined the A.V.S. 
he would have to resign the offices of Secretary and 
Treasurer which he had held for about four years. 

Several members expressed their regret at Secretary’s 
retirement from the offices, and appreciative remarks 
were made as to the satisfactory way in which he had 
carried out his duties. 

The Sgcretary, in reply, thanked the members very 
much for the very kind remarks they had made about 
him, and said that in severing his professional life in 
Darlington he did so with many feelings of regret. He 
had been in practice here for twenty years, which was 
a big slice out of a man’s life, and during those years he 
had formed many strong friendships. Many of those 
friendships had been formed with the members of that 
Association, and he should value as long as he lived the 
kindness and consideration he had always received from 


em. 

Any little assistance he might have rendered to their 
Association had been a labour of love on his part, and 
had afforded him great pleasure, and it was his heartfelt 
wish that he should leave the district with a host of 
friends and not a single enemy. In conclusion he should 
like to say that although he should not return to Dar- 
lington tc practise, he hoped to continue his membership 
of the Association. 

The aga officers were elected :— 

President. Mr. J. M. Walker, F.R.c.v.s., West Hart- 
oan ; proposed by Mr. Snaith, seconded by Mr. 

or 


Vice-Presidents. Mr. W. N. Dobbing, M.R.c.v.s., 
Darlington ; Mr. T. Wilkinson, M.R.c.v.s., Lanchester ; 
pro by Mr. Forbes, seconded by Mr. Sanderson. 

ington ; proposed by Mr. For secon’ y Mr. 
Snaith, and supported by Mr. Wilkinson. 
Owing to an oversight the two auditors were not 


INTERESTING CASES. 


Mr. SANDERSON stated that last year he had an inter- 
esting case in a young mare. When he was called to 
see her she had salivation, pulse and temperature nor- 
mal, lifting of the flanks, generally depressed, and what 
struck him as being peculiar was that the gums and 
mucous membrane of the mouth had a very dark ap- 
pearance. This mare was turned out in a field, near 
some iron works, and he thought that probably she was 
suffering from some form of metallic poisoning. 

He examined her mouth with a mouth , and all 
seemed natural, excepting the colour of the mucous 
membrane before mentioned. He had no sooner finished 
examining the mouth and had removed the when 
the mare commenced to roar so much that he thought 
he would have to perform tracheotomy. The roaring 
was but gradually subsided, and in a little 
while ing became normal. He treated the 


mare with iodide of potassium and tincture of nux 
vomica, and she improved considerably. Some weeks 
afterwards he was called to the mare again, and had to 

rform tracheotomy this time. She was turned out in 
eld most of the summer with the tube in. Eventually 
the tube got broken, but he did not replace it, and the 
mare got well and was working daily now. 

Mr. WaLKeR said he had seen similar cases, and 
thought sometimes that the condition was due to zinc 
or lead poisoping. At West Hartlepool, where he prac- 
tised, there was a portion of land called “the snook,” 
which was near some zinc works, and for a great number 
of years now, so far as he could ascertain, many horses 
turned out on this land developed an enlar, larynx 
and roaring, and it was no uncommon thing for him to 
put in a tracheotomy tube at three years old. In his 
experience, however, the animals never got better so 
that they could do without a tube. ’ 

. a members afterwards had tea together in the 
ote. 
James H. Taytor, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


A Diseased Cow.-—-Test Case. 


In Edinburgh Police Court, Bailie Buchan has given 
his decision in the following case. The accused, Mr. 
Jas. C. Simpson, dairyman, was charged with being the 
owner of a cow which was exposed for sale in Messrs. 
Oliver’s Auction Mart at Gorgie, and which was diseased 
and was thereby unfit for human food. 

Mr. Simpson, the accused, on 20th October, 1914, 
bought in public market this milk cow at the price of 
£21. It was then in somewhat thin condition, attributed 
to it being a heavy milker—as one witness described it, 
“putting all into the pail and not on to its back.” In 
the middle of February, 1915, trouble in the udder 
showed itself. One hind-quarter was affected one morn- 
ing and later in the same day the other hind-quarter, 
and by night the cow gave no milk. When drawn, the 
two hind-quarters gave off a fluid described by the ac- 
cused in evidence as like dirty water. The effluent of the 
two fore-quarters of the udder, he says, was better and 
looked milky. This state of matter continued. Accused 
from the first, and very properly, used none of the fluid 
for milk. Accused thought the cow had caught a chill, 
or that it had gone off milk, having been overfed. It 
had always been a eater and continued to eat well, 
notwithstanding the apparent trouble in the udder, 
which swelled and, while hard, had not reached such 
hardness as to be definitely indicative of tuberculous 
disease, although very suggestive of that. In point of 
fact, the udder trouble was inflammatory disease, and 
not tubercular. For the fortnight during which the 
cow remained in his byre, accused did not call in a veter- 
inary surgeon, nor did he himself treat it with any 
remedies. His reason for this was that the cow never 
refused its meat, and never appeared to have a sore 
head. The cow, however, was no longer any use for the 
dairy, and draff, hay, and turnips were dear. On 2nd 
March accused was sending two other cows to Oliver’s 
auction sale at Gorgie, for fat stock, and suddenly, on 
the suggestion of his son, he resolved to send this cow 
also without any further preparation than a good feed 
of potatoes and mash before it started for the sale. The 
three animals travelled by road to Gorgie, leaving Black- 
hall about 12.15, and or age Gorgie an hour later. 
The cows entered Oliver's yard, and the one in 
question was put into pen 37, and was itself numbered 
37. Oliver’s auction sale was advertised as for 1 p.m., 
but the practice is that it only begins about 2 or 2 30, 
after Swan’s adjoining sale is done, and the buyers have 
had time to come over to Oliver's yard. In the yard 
dealers have the opportunity to examine the animals 
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before these 
animals are 
reach the ring. 

In the course of his duty to examine animals intended 
for human food, Inspector Riddoch noticed this cow as 
being in the poorest condition among the fifty or thereby 
that were in the yard. It was in a pen with other cows 
and not entirely visible. He examined it and found the 
head depressed, the flanks heaving, a muffled cough, es- 

ial!y when the ribs were tapped, laboured breathing. 

e animal looked ill. The hair was normal. The cow 
was hidebound, a condition attributable either to specific 
disease or to general poverty of the animal. With his 
twenty-three years’ experience as a meat inspector, Mr. 
Riddoch reached the conclusion that the cow had ad- 
vanced tuberculosis, and was unfit for human food, and 
he resolved to seize it under Sect. 43(1)(a) of the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act, 1897. Before he did so, he met 
Mr. Dewar, ex Principal of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
* College, who, although not an inspector under this 
section, is a veterinary inspector for other statutory 

poses, and is also of long and wide experience. Mr. 

war had already noticed the cow and had come toa 
similar conclusion. Together they made a further ex- 
amination, which confirmed the views at which inde- 
pendently they had arrived. This was between 1 p.m. 
and 2 pm., while there were no dealers in the yard, and 
before Oliver’s auction sale had begun. Mr. Riddoch 
seized the cow and had it driven by the witness Farley 
to the slaughter-houses. He took some of the sputum, 
and later in the day examined it microscopically, in ac- 
cordance with his regular practice. Tubercle bacilli 
were present in large numbers. Inspector Riddoch then 
granted a statutory certificate of the seizure in respect 
of tuberculosis, upon which and after intimation to the 
acc Bailie Stark on 5th March, evidence having 
been led on oath, condemned the cow as unfit for human 
food and ordered its destruction. 

On the 3rd March, the cow, in a pen under cover at 
the slaughterhouses, where the atmosphere would be 
cooler than in a byre, was again examined by Mr. Rid- 
doch. The symptoms were again observed and the 
udder was seen to be in a diseased condition, although 
whether from ordinary inflammatory disease or tuber- 
culosis could not be definitely diagnosed. The tempera- 
ture of the cow was 102° Fahr., the normal being 101.4”. 
It is in evidence that in tubercular cases the tempera- 
ture rises slightly, if at all, and only in acute cases rises 
appreciably. Also, on 3rd March, the cow was exam- 


alg the auction ring, and occasionally 
ght privately in the yard, and never 


ined by Dr. Maxwell Williamson, Medical Officer of 
Health, who observed it standing in distress, evidently 
ill, with head down, eyes bloodshot, udder swelled, no 
cough. He was satisfied that the cow was suffering 


from some disease and was unfit for human food. The 
witness Farley, a butcher to trade, and all his life 
among cattle, who, on the 2nd March, took the cow to 
the slaughter-houses on Riddoch’s instructions, described 
it as slow on the legs, foaming at the mouth, drawn up 
in the stomach, from all ef which he saw there was 
something wrong. Likewise, Edward Williamson, the 
butcher, with fifteen years’ experience in the killing- 
house, who slaughtered the cow on 8th March, deponed to 
it being that day in very poor condition, such that any 
man with experience of cattle could see it suffered from 
something ; the udder was like bealing on one side ; it 
gave a cough ; was down when walking; it 
was lean. 

navies this testimony, skilled and unskilled, adduced 
by the prosecution upon the clinical symptoms, there 
has to be set the accused’s evidence, already summarised, 
which was given with conspicuous frankness and honesty, 
and was fortified by the evidence of his servant Kelty, 
who fed the cow regularly in the byre, knew it had begun 
to give bad milk, and that the udder was not right, 
deemed it was fairly “healthy,” and improving in con- 


dition, his criterion alg oe as long as it ate its meat 
he thought it healthy. He also deponed that it had no 
cough. In cross-examination and otherwise it was 
strongly urged for the defence, and I readily accept it, 
as explaining the apparent discrepancy between the tes- 
timony of these witnesses and that of Riddoch, Dewar, 
and Farley, that on leaving the warm atmosphere and still 
life of the byre, the cow, unaccustomed to walk, and travel- 
ling with two other cows in better condition, reached 
Oliver’s yard in distress, exhibiting symptoms of ad- - 
vanced disease, which hitherto had not been so pro- 
nounced. But this compels me to treat the evidence of 
Mr. Young, who saw the cows immediately on arriv 
and actually numbered the cow in question, and rega 

it as quite healthy, as the testimony of a peculiarly 
unobservant man. 

The defence led evidence as to examinations of the 
animal made subsequent to the seizure and prior to the 
destruction. This could not detract from the evidence 
of the symptoms at the time of seizure, but it might 
assist the testimony available as to the cow’s condition 
before seizure. As I have in the main accepted what 
accused and his man have said, this evidence has be- 
come relatively unimportant. It has not minimised the 
evidence for the prosecution of subsequent examina- 
tions that the cow had not a constant cough, that the 
udder was obviously diseased, that the animal was in 
poor condition. An effort was made by the defence 
to s t that it was, after seizure, penned in a cold 
and draughty place and underfed, so that it looked 
worse before slaughter than when seized. This I do not 
accept. The beast was in no apparently worse condition. 
Witnesses for the defence indeed claimed that certain 
come previously observed were absent on 8th 

arc 


On slaughter it was found that there was tubercular 
disease—generalised—in the upper and lower cavities. 
Both lungs, especially the left, were full of pus; the 
liver was infected in one corner ; the mesenteric glands 
were enlarged and caseous ; on the left side of the chest 
there was tubercular deposit, and on the right side a 
little, under the diaphragm; the whole system was 
affected. The udder was not tubercular, but was teem- 
ing with the streptococci of inflammatory disease of the 
udder. This is not disputed by the defence, nor that 
the cow was diseased and was unfit for, and was intended 
for, human food. . 


EXPOSED OR DEPOSITED FOR SALE. 


The case is thus narrowed down to questions—(a) 
whether the cow was exposed for sale, and (6) whether 
the accused and the person acting on his behalf (if any) 
knew, or could with reasonable care have known the con- 
dition of the animal. (a) For the defence it was con- 
ceded and indeed keenly argued that the proper 
should have been that the cow was deposited for 
and not that it was It was pled that Mr. 
Riddoch’s statutory certificate referred to the cow as 
deposited, that as Oliver’s is an auction sale, exposure 
takes place only in the ring, or, at soonest, that e ure 
can be said to have begun after the dealers who intend 
to buy at the sale have assembled, and that the seizure 
in the circumstances narrated was prior to exposure. 
The statute deals with animals alive and dead, and 
to cover modes of sale. ¢ and exposure are 
not necessarily exclusive of each other. Further, the 
auction sale was advertised to commence at one o'clock, 
although, as usual, it did not begin until much later. 
The cow reached the sale-yard after one o'clock, and it 
was numbered and was available for inspection by 
dealers before it was seized by Mr. Riddoch. I cannot 
hold the statute to be so restricted as to oo the in- 
spector to wait until the animal is under the hammer 
and then dramatically and coram publico to intervene, 
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in the manner of the novelist’s “I forbid the banns.” 
The cow was, for the purposes of this charge, exposed 
for sale, more espe*ially as it is proved that occasionally 
animals are purchased in the sale-yard and never enter 
the ring. A charge of deposit would, on the facts 
proved be also appropriate, and Mr. Riddoch’s certificate 
and the procedure upon it were quite in order. 


QUESTION OF KNOWLEDGE. 


(5) Upon the question of knowledge, it is needful to 
' observe that the charge covers three things which in the 
Public Health Act are disjunctive—(]) disease ; (2) un- 
soundness ; (3) unfitness for the food of man, any one 
of which is sufficient for conviction. Ina rough and 
ready way these expressions are too often regarded as 
synonymous, which they are not. This it is my duty to 
emphasise. If an animal intended for human food is 
diseased, it is an offence under the statute to expose it 
for sale. The idea that a beast may be diseased and yet 
fit for food of man is both erroneous and mischievous. 
It has led to topsy-turveydom, and has obscured the 
paramount prohibition in the Public Health Act against 
the sale of any diseased animal for the food of man. It 
is idle where disease is proved, to seek to prove or dis- 
prove special unfitness for human food. is is beyond 
all question. A diseased animal is not to be exposed 
for such sale. It does not matter what the disease is, 
or the extent of it. The Act is absolute and does not 
discriminate. Pending the existence of disease an ani- 
mal is not to be sold for food of man. As the L.J.C. 
said Braid v. Swan, 28/3/03/,45 S.L.T., 721, “ What this 
section of the Act is intended to strike at and to pre- 
vent is the selling of diseased meat t » the community.” 
Unsoundness includes disease, but, on the other hand, 
many an article of human food which is not diseased 
may be unsound from decay or other causes. Again, 
unfitness for human food includes many conditions to 
which neither disease nor unsoundness would apply. 
Take, for example, poisonous mushrooms or articles 
which had come in contact with filth or brine. Odzter, 
I regard the three expressions as telescopic. If disease 
is proved, there is unsoundness, and there is also unfit- 
ness ; if disease is absent and unfitness is proved, that 
would carry unfitness, and unfitness by itself might be 

ved. In the present case disease and unfitness are 
admitted, and unsoundness was not sought to be differ- 
entiated. 

Perhaps the most difficult consideration in this case is 
what is meant by knowledge. With regard to dead 
meat, fish, fruit, etc., a ter degree of demonstrational 
certainty can — reached than while an animal 
is alive. In deciding the question of = pte the 
results of the post-mortem are to be put out of view, 
and the clinical symptoms alone are to be taken into 
account. Here it is apt to be assumed that there is a 
great gulf between the standard of knowledge of the 
veterinary official and that of the ordinary man versed 
in the cattle trade, as regards clinical symptoms. The 
evidence led in the case showed the contrary, and that 
these ptoms are common knowledge. In their evi- 
dence the non-official witnesses discussed the various 
symptoms, nt or absent, with avidity and famili- 
arity, and with no little appreciation of their significance 
in diagnosis. 

Now, the accused knew that the udder was diseased 
and that the milk had gone entirely wrong. He believed 
that there was nothing more. Against suspicions which 
he had, he relied upon the udder not being of such in- 
tense hardness as to be demonstrative of tuberculosis, 
and in this ultimately he was proved to have been right. 
He relied also upon the cow continuing to eat well—a 
circumstance, however, quite compatible with tubercular 
disease, and the fallibility of which, as a test, a man of 
his experience should have known. He did not call ina 


veterinary surgeon, although it was of his own evi- 
dence that in similar instances he had with regard to 
other animals done so, and had either had them treated 
or sent for slaughter under the Tuberculosis Orders, 
while these were in operation. Had he called in his 
veterinary adviser he would have had confirmed to him 
the disease of the ndder, and he could also have had 
the sputum examined microscopically, or the tuberculin 
test applied. Either would have revealed the general 
tuberculous condition of the animal. The state of the 
udder was such, apart from anything else, as to have 
put the accused on his guard about tubercular disease, 
and to have made this course prudent. In sending the 
cow for sale he was acting in knowledge of disease of 
the udder which was obvious, and without reasonable 
care as rds symptoms suggestive of tuberculosis, 
He did this impulsively and without reflection, and 
without adequate understanding of the law, but in- 
fluenced, he himself said, by the suspension since the 
war of the Tuberculosis Orders and of the relative 
awards of compensation for animals sent to be slaugh- 
tered under inspection. I feel sure that had these Orders 
been in force the accused would have, as he had done 
before, taken his course under them and would not have 
sent the cow to an auction sale. This case is in a sense 
the outcome of the suspension of the Tuberculosis 
Orders. 
A STATUTORY CONUNDRUM. 


Another statutory conundrum is, who is the person 
acting on the accused’s behalf (if any), whose ignorance 
must also be proved before conviction can be elided ? 
The purpose of this enactment is plainly to prevent the 
owner escaping from want of personal knowledge. Had 
the accused himself accompanied the cow to the sale-yard 
he would have grasped the vated symptoms of 
disease which Farley saw, and he would doubtless have 
withdrawn it from sale. If the man who drove the cow 
to the sale-yard is the person referred to in the Act, he 
was not adduced as a witness, and he could not have 
been ignorant of these symptoms. If, on the other 
hand, the tis Bag is the auctioneer whose evi- 
dence has already been referred to, he could with reas- 
onable care have seen the symptoms. He deponed he 
was short of men, and personally penned, tied up, and 
numbered the three cows on arrival. His failure to 
observe the symptoms is not explained, and is really not 
explainable. 

A TEST CASE.—ADMONISHED. 

I hold the charge proved. This case has been aan, 
I take it, from the way in which it has been presen 
and argued, rather as a test case and arising upon an 
error in judgment, than as involving an intentional 
breach on the part of the accused, who has been forty- 
five years in reputable business. Under the Probation 
of Offenders Act I admonish him without recording a 
conviction. But now that the law has been explained 
no nnegeest offender can oapest to be so lightly dealt 
with. hen symptoms of disease appear, an owner 
must at once be on his guard, and any attempted sale is 
at his peril. It behoves him to have the animal’s 
condition definitely ascertained by such tests as are 
available.—V.B.A. 


Servant’s Cruelty to a Horse: Position 
of Owner—Appeal. 

In King’s Bench Division: before the Lord Chief 
Justice of land, Mr. Justice Ridley, and Mr. Justice 
Scrutton. 

Wauitine v. [vens.—The question in this case was 
of + horse — cruelly 
ill-trea y the owner’s employee was guilty of per- 
mitting the cruelty. 


oo 
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Mr. Rawlinson, K.C., and Mr. Stuart Bevan _—— 
for the appellant ; and Mr. Wootten and Mr. Thomas 
Gates for the respondent. 

The case was stated by Brighton geeines. The 
appellant, who was an inspector of the iety for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, preferred an inform- 
ation under the Protection of Animals Act, 1911 (2 
Geo. V., c. 27), section 1, subsection 1, against the re- 
spondent, Edmund Ivens, for that he, being the owner, 
did unlawfully permit to be cruelly ill-treated a horse, 
by permitting it to be worked in an unfit condition. 
The respondent was a provision merchant at Worthing, 
and used several herses in his business. On December 
2, 1914, his employee, Charles Floyd, was seen driving 
a pair of horses attached toa van laden with 5cwt. of 
provisions. One of the horses fell and was found to be 
suffering from mange, and to be in a very poor condi- 
tion. Floyd was convicted of cruelty. The respondent, 
when spoken to by the appellant, said :— 

“T have nothing whatever to do with the ho and 
know no more about them than an infant. I pay Floyd 
a good wage in order that he should be responsible, and 
he buys the horses. My proper horsekeeper has gone 
to the front. I had my best horses commandeered by 
the military, and Floyd bought this horse from an 
omnibus proprietor on October 15, for £15. I madea 
remark to him that the horse was in poor condition 
when he bought it, but he said it was a good horse and 
a good worker, so I left it to him. In future I will have 


_ my horses under the care of Mr. Carter, my veterinary 


surgeon. 

The respondent called no evidence, and submitted 
that there was no evidence to show that he had failed 
to exercise reasonable care or supervision within the 
meaning of subsection 2 of section 1 in respect of the 
protection of the animal from cruelty. The justices held 
that the onus of proving want of reasonable care under 
subsection 2 was on the appellant, and that there was 
no evidence of such want, and they dismissed the in- 
formation but stated this case. 

Mr. Rawlinson submitted that the provision in sub- 
section 2 that an owner not exercising reasonable care 
or supervision should be deemed guilty of cruelty was 
intended to meet just such cases as that under consider- 
ation. The evidence disclosed a prima facie case, thus 
throwing the onus on the respondent. It was not ne- 
cessary to show mens rea even apart from subsection 2. 

Duncan v. Pope (15 The Times Law Reports, 195) 
was referred to. 

Mr. Wootten contended that the onus was on the 
appellant of showing knowledge or wilful blindness— 
Greenwood v. Backhouse (86 LT’, 566). 

The Lord Chief Justice said that the only question 
was whether the justices were right in holding that they 
were not in law entitled to say that there was evidence 
against the respondent of the commission of the offence 
charged. The evidence established that the respondent 
kept horses, and left them in the charge of a man to 
whom he paid 28s. a week to look after them. He saw 
this horse when it was bought by Floyd in October, and 
he noticed that it was in poor condition. Apparently 
nothing further was done, and Floyd was convicted of 
cruelly ill-treating the horse on December 2. It seemed 
to him that the evidence against the respondent was 
that, knowing the condition of the horse, he omitted to 
take any steps to prevent its being worked while in that 
condition. On that evidence the justices would have 
been justified in coming to the conclusion that there was 
a case to answer. Without deciding that the respondent 
had committed an offence, they decided that there was 
evidence upon which the justices could do so. The 
case must be remitted to them to hear and determine 
according to law.-—7’he Times. 


. PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons, June 16. 
New 


Mr. Haves Fisuer (Fulham, U.) presented a Bill to 
postpone the spanetion of the Milk and Dairies Act, 
1914, and the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914. 


Army Veterinary Department and the War. 


It will, no doubt be of great interest to horse breeders 
and all lovers of horses in this country to hear that great 
credit is due to the Army Veterinary Corps for the effi- 
ciency of their organization, and that their mpt 
and thorough arrangements for dealing with sick and 
wounded horses has greatly reduced the sufferings of 
these noble animals, and has to a very large extent 
the means of reducing the wastage in horse flesh toa 
minimum. The jockeys, grooms, and other stable hands 
who have joined the Army Veterinary Corps for the 
war are doing their share of this pe work, and have 
naturally proved a most useful class of recruit for this 
kind of service, but more veterinary officers are badly 
wanted for the New Armies. 

Motor buses, motor lorries, motor ambulances, and 
motor cars are there by their thousands, but we must 
not forget that in spite of all the modern means 
mechanical transport, the last bit of the journey between 
the motors and the firing line has to be done with the 
assistance of horses and mules, and it is on these that 
our troops are still dependent for the transport of their 
field guns, ammunition, high explosive shells, and 
rations, and also for the conveyance of the wounded 
from the firing line to the motor ambulances, not to say 
anything of the thousands of animals which are em- 
Lo pe at the base and on the lines of communication, 
and also with the cavalry, who although at present per- 
forming the réle of infantry to a very large extent, are 
still indispensable as a Mobile Reserve—awaiting the 
day when they must surely resume their mounted 
duties.—Jrish Field, 5th June, 1915. 


Personal. 


THaTcHER—JonEs. On June 16th, at St. Paul’s 
Church, Kingston Hill, very quietly, owing to the war, 
by the Rev. H. A. Wilson, m.a., Vicar of Norbito 
assisted by the Rev. E. 8. Shuttleworth, M.a., Vicar 
the Parish, George Robin, eldest son of George Thatcher, 
of Malvern Mount, Kingston Hill, and of Essex Street, 
Strand, to Shirley, second daughter of the late Arthur 
E. Jones and Mrs. Jones, Tudor Lodge, Kingston Hill. 
(By Licence). 


At Laurencekirk, on Tuesday, 8th inst, Prof. Dewar, 
who is now a farmer as well as a beng te — 
inary expert, got 66s. on an average per cwt. live weight 
for he had on offer. [In the Edinbu 
market on the same day a shorthorn bull consigned 
Mr. Thos. Elder, Stevenson Mains, made £60, equal to 
fully 70s. per cwt. live weight. 


Messrs. John Baird, m.R.c.v.s., Dumfries, and William 
Honston, M.R.C.v.s., Paisley, were two of the judges of 
the light horses at the 99th annual show of the East 
Kilbride Farmers’ Society held last week. 


It is stated that from first to last “the most exten- 
sive outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease ever known in 
the United States” cost the country 46,268 cattle, 7151 


sheep, 22 goats, and 47,735 pigs, the aggregate value of 
which was £708,147. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 11. 


Recuiar Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 
To be temp. Lieutenants :— 
F.S. Warburton. Dated May 27. 
F. Booth, A. E. Bayley, P. G. Ledger. Dated June 1. 


June 12. 
To be temp. Lieut. :—G. E. Hamilton. Dated June 1. 
June 16. 
Capt. A. F. Deacon to be temp. Major. Dated May 5. 
June 17. 


To be temp. Lieut.:—C. W. Finnemore. Dated March 9. 


Pierrots at the Front. 

Sergt. A. Cross, No. 7 Veterinary Hospital, British 
Siavitaier Force, writes to The ‘Sontag News for 
the loan of some pierrot and other costumes for some 

rts which are to be held in France in the first week 
of July to “break the monotony.” Photographs of the 
sports he be sent to anyone acceding to this unusual 
request. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘‘WHAT TO DO WITH OUR BOYS.” 


Sir,—This momentous question has at last been solved— 
Make Veterinary Surgeons of them. So glorious are the 
uae of the future that some even advocate putting 

into it. 

It is rather peculiar to notice, however, that the advo- 
cates of this procedure are, mostly, members of the various 
teaching schools, and to one who knows the game from the 
inside, as it were, the glorious and golden future depicted 
by these ‘‘ Professors’’ makes one smile a most expansive 
smile: especially so, when they seem so depressed that 
others cannot see the good things the commercial gods so 
strenuously offer, and the reluctance with which their views 
are received. 

Personally I am always sceptical about ‘‘ business hints’’ 
which emanate from ‘‘ Professors,’’ because it is obvious 
that, of necessity, they are the ‘‘children '’ of brains that 
have had no practical experience, as a rule, of the stern 
competition with which the ordinary individual has to con- 
tend in his daily routine. Therefore, so far as the com- 
mercial side of our professional future is concerned, I am 
afraid that I cannot accept their satisfactory views and 
conclusions: nor advocate the entrance into the profession 
of those who desire to make a competency for their declin- 

years. The view I take of the future—and I am 
disposed to think it is that of a good many of the prac- 
titioners of to-day—is, that our prospects are undoubtedly 
rather frosty. 

_ Asa professional man of some years’ qualification and 
experience I will state my opinion why the ‘“‘ profession '’ 
may, so far as the accumulation of wealth is concerned, 
‘* put up the shatters."’ 

—_ the first place we may ask this question—Will there 
ever again, in the lifetime of any existing practitioner, be a 
similar number of horses, cattle, or other live stock which 
is complementary to a farmstead, or horse-employing 
establishment, as existed previous to the outbreak of the 
present war? 

When one takes into consideration the enormous wastages 
involved, also, that thousands of mares will this season 

: the usual round of breeding, and that there was a 
shortage in last year's foal snpply. it is palpable that for 
some years to come horses will be much fewer in number. 


this view, I do not derive the consolation some offer 
in stating that horses will only be ‘‘ transferred,’’ for I am 
unable te see how this operation can be performed with 
something that will not exist. Neither will farmers breed 
more than their land can adequately carry—this 
would not enly be bad farming, but fatal, from an econ 
point of view. 

Horse flesh, again, has a very strenuous competitor in 
motor traction. For long journeys and heavy loads, motor 
traction supplanted horse traction previous to the war. 
What, therefore, will it do when the experience gained 
during the present crisis in methods of cheaper production 
and running can be taken advantage of? 

Added to these obvious facts, the higher price of meat will 
tend to eliminate anything saleable—thus reduce the num- 
bers of cattle to the utmost limit. One wonders where 
these ‘‘ professors '’ concentrate their thoughts before ex- 
pressing their opinions, either orally or in print. 

e re ly see it stated that Municipal Authorities 
contemplate operations under ‘‘ The Milk Bill,’’ but even 
here, should they do so, salaries for ‘‘ whole-timers’’ are 
not sufficient to make one particularly desirous of obtaining 
@ position to carry out the duties. If, for instance, they 
were equal to these of members in the ‘‘ Talking Shop’’— 
whether we ‘“‘orated '’ or not, we should have small room 
to grumble; but basing the remuneration on that paid in 
the past, viz., £150 to £250—the latter amount being the 
‘*plum '’-—-we may well ask whether our services are ade- 
quately valued. Fancy, a whole-time, experienced, veter- 
inary surgeon, at £150 to £250 per annum—after spending 
several hundreds of pounds on his education, earning 
nothing until his manhood has well dawned, and then 
having to listen to ‘‘ professors’’—whose incomes are prob- 
ably dependent on the number of students who sit under 
them in their thirst after knowledge—dilate on the bright 
prospects of the future. 

Then, on the top of this, and as a result of the great 
demand which these professors foresee, they advance the 
idea that the men will have so much to do that it would be 
to their benefit to allow women to qualify—It would prevent 
them running the rick of being overworked. ‘ They '’— 
the qualified ladies—‘‘ would specialize in dogs, cats, etc.’’ 
—Why should they stop at that? They might also include 
canaries, rabbits, and other ‘‘smalle foule.’’ We being of 
coarser grain, and not quite so tender or sympathetic, may 
still be allowed the rougher work of foaling, calving, and 
probably castration: but the exact limits are, as yet, not 
specified. 

It is only an opinion, but personally I think dog practice 
will not be so valuable in the future as in the immediate 
past. People will probably have something better to occupy 
their time than the production of “neurotic little parasites"’ 
termed toys, of St. Bernards whose bodies have deteriorated 
at the expense of head points, and whose legs are such that 
they cannot even walk over level ground; bulldogs that 
waddle like fat cattle, and sporting dogs that have lost their 
sporting instincts. Then, in the days to come, when ‘‘ dogs 
is dogs,’’ and natural selection supplies that of an artificial 
kind, disease will be less prevalent, and dog doctors will be 
less frequently required. 

In conclusion, I would say that, if these ‘‘ professors,’’ 
who are so numerous on our Council, really wish to do the 
profession some tangible good, they might ‘‘ get a move on,”’ 
and endeavour to obtain—through their Parliamentary 
Committee—a fair and adequate remuneration for those 
veterinary surgeons who, in all probability, will be wanted 
to carry out the Milk Bill scheme. They might also induce 
the Government to give due consideration to those veter- 
inary surgeons who threw up their work, lost their prac- 
tices, for the benefit of those who stayed at home, and then, 
if their efforts fructify, there is not the slightest doubt that 
those who in the past have returned their voting paper 
‘* with a penny stamp affixed ’’ will think that the penny 
has not been wasted. WB. 
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CASTRATION BY THE STANDING OPERATION. 


I was interested in Mr. W. Collinson’s short paper on 
Castration Standing, but very much surprised at his opinion 
that ‘‘it is far and away the best, being quicker and less 


to all concerned.”’ 

ile I admit the operation being quicker, if performed 
without a hitch, on the other hand, I consider it dangerous 
both to the colt and to the operator, and I should be very 
sorry to think that any young practitioner should be led to 
commence the operation in such an unprofessional manner. 

In the first place, the operator has not proper control 
over the animal, and Mr. Collinson himself admits that 
even with him—an expert—a colt has thrown himself down 
twice before he could complete the operation. If a colt 
throws himself, he runs the risk of the ecraseur penetrating 
the abdomen, and thus seriously endangering his life. If 
he escapes that accident he has to be kicked up, when the 
ecraseur would drag the cord down, and the operator would 
hurriedly grab hold of it in order to complete the operation 
before the colt threw himself again—which he is quite 
likely to do, there being no restraint. No wonder there is 

ling at times, and that adrenalin and atropine have to 
be resorted to in order to stop the hemorrhage. 

Another disadvantage is that the operation has to be done 

sense of touch—the operator is net able to see exactly 
he is doing. 

For over thirty years I have operated upon animals of all 
ages, and in every case without accident or ill-result to the 
colt in any shape or form, and consequently I have never 
had to use any hemostatic, whereas it would appear from 
Mr. Collinson’s remarks that the occasions on which 
hemorrhage has occurred with him are by no means 
isolated. 

My method is: Throw the colt with the ropes—(if older, 
with hobbles). Secure him, and wash the parts with an 
antiseptic lotion. After cutting the scrotum and drawin 
out the testicle, place the clams on and sear the whole 
the cord across, about half-an-inch from the clams. If the 
weather is fine, the colt may be turned out at once. 

Should any accident occur to the colt during a standing 
operation, the operator would, in my opinion, be liable for 
damages in consequence of not having taken every precau- 
tion to avoid danger. An operation which sacrifices the 
safety of the animal for the sake of expedition, is, I think, 
one to be universally condemned.— Yours faithfully, 

Wa. Hunter, ™.8.C.v.8. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, June 15th. 


Alleged Cruelty at Moreton,—Dismissed 


At the County Police Court on Monday, Henry 
Godwin was summoned for having been cruel to a horse 
by pam J it whilst in an unfit condition at Moreton, 
on the 17th May, and Jas..Slingsby was summoned for 

i the horse to be so worked. 

Mr. Penk (instructed by Mr. W. H. Reinhardt) ap- 
peared for defendant, who pleaded not guilty. 

P.C. bajo said that he was on duty in Station Road, 
Moreton, when he saw two horses attached to a lorry 
loaded with bricks. On one of the horses he found a 
raw wound under the saddle. There was also a wound 
under the collar and several other wounds. The larger 
wounds were running. He examined the other ho 
which also had wounds which were oozing. He toi 
Godwin that the horses were not fit to be worked, and 
asked him did his employer know that the horses were 
not fit to be worked. win said “We will get War- 


wick Fowle to this, because I might get a month for it.” 
Witness later saw Sergt. Hornby, who also examined 
ved h and later saw defendant Slingsby and asked 

was 


aware that the horses were in that con- 
said he examined the horses at the week- 


calling his attention to the ay He saw sores on 
both the horses and matter was oozing from them. 

Albert Parkinson, farmer, Yew Tree Farm, Moreton, 
said that on the 17th of May he saw the horses, which 
had sores on them. In his opinion they were not ina 
fit state to be worked. 

Sergt. Hornby spoke to examining the two horses. 
He found wounds which were oozing. The horses were . 
not fit to be worked. When he saw Mr. Slingsby and 
questioned him he told him that he had examined the 
horses on May 15th, and they were then all right. s 

P.C. Ledward, Woodchurch, said he saw Godwin 
coming through Upton with two horses. Godwin told 
him that he had been stopped working by the police on 
account of sores on the horses. Godwin said, “ Had it 
been a week previous there would have been a worse 
case against the boss.” k 

By Counsel: He did not say that his “boss” had 
worked the horse a week previous. 

Inspector Wiseman, of the R.S.P.C.A., de to ex- 
aming the horses and finding wounds on them. They 
were very tender and inflamed. 


DEFENCE. 


Counsel addressed the Bench and said that on a point 
of law it was for the prosecution to prove guilty know- 
ledge on the part of the defendants. : 

r. Slingsby said he was a contractor and had six 
horses for the purpose of his business, and one of the 
two horses referred to was 16 years of age. Both horses 
were casting their coats. He examined the horses on 
Mey 15th. He found two dry scabs on the “crisp” of 
one of the horses. The saddle had been specially made 
for that horse, and it did not rub. The other horse was 
subject to heat lumps which might me wet in 

bj heat lumps which might beco et in the 
coun of a day’s work. The horses were quite fit to 
work. 

By Supt. Ennion: When the horses were brought 
back to the stable the bay horse was in a fit state to 
work, but in the case of the other one he would not say 
that it was quite fit. 

Henry Godwin, carter, the other defendant, said he 
had been a carter for 21 years, and had been in the em- 
ploy of Mr. Slingsby for a year anda half. On May 17th 

e was stopped by the police. ‘ He looked at the horses. 
There were no oozing sores, but one or two old scabs. 
Prior to taking the horses out he looked them well over 
and they were then all r 

r. Warwi owle, veterinary surgeon, e 
spoke to being called to see the two horses. On the bay 
horse he found two small scabs. They were quite dry. 
It was evident that the harness had not been rubbing, 
as the scabs would have come off. There were no 
wounds on the horses. They were perfectly fit to work, 
and he told Mr. Slingsby that they could be worked. 

The magistrates found that the police were perfectly 
justified in bringing the case forward, but there was a 
doubt about the matter. The defendants would be 
—- the benefit of the doubt, and the cases would be 

missed.— Birkenhead Advertiser. 


Serum for “Shipping” Fever. 


A new serum, which may mean the saving of thou- 
sands of dollars in horse flesh, has been discovered by 
Dr. James Gregg, a representative of the British Govern- 
ment in Kansas City, overseeing the buying of horses 
and mules for England. He is a member of thé Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons of England. Dr. Gregg 
made it plain he orders never to give out interviews, 
but those orders did not deny him the right of giving 
out information that might be of benefit to anyone. 
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end and they were then all right. Witness found 
le several pads on the horses. He later saw the horses 
id working on May 7th, and they were then in an unfit 
state. 
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He says nine-tenths of diseased horses and mules are 
lost through what is commonly called “shipping” fever. 
At first, he said, he tried all the prominent vaccines, but 
found they were unable to cope with the situation. 
Then he hit upon his new discovery. 

“T selected a robust horse,” Dr. Gregg said, “a horse 
its many complications, an yperimmunized it 

slood drawn from a sick direct into its 
jugular vein. Then I waited three days and there was 
no reaction, so I drew blood from the first beast and 
injected it direct into the sick animal with curative 


Dr. Gregg said he had tried this method on 200 
horses and mules with perfect results. He said it was 
much on our hog cholera principle. 

British Government has ship more than 
40,000 horses and mules to England from the Kansas 
City market. First me Rye sent to Lathrop, Mo., where 
they are prepared for the ocean trip.— The Sos City 


The Yellowness of Milk and Butter, 
and of Fat Meat. * 


Chemical tests show that the yellow pigment in milk 
consists of several well-known pigments found in green 
ponte. Of these the principal one is carotin, so called 

use it constitutes a large part of the colouring 
matter of carrots. The other yellow pigments in the 
milk are known as xanthophylls. These are found in a 
number of plants, including grass, but are especially 
abundant in yellow autumn leaves. 


June 19, 1915 
These pigments pass directly from the feed into the 
milk. is explains the well-known fact that fresh 
green and carrots increase the yellowness of butter, 


the only standard by which the average person judges 
its richness. On the other hand, a large proportion of 
these pigments is deposited in the body fat and else- 
where in the cow. hen the ration is changed to one 
containing fewer carotin and xanthophylls constituents, 
this hoarded store is gradually drawn upon, and in 
consequence the yellowness of the milk does not 
diminish so rapidly as it otherwise would. This yellow- 
ness increases, however, the instant the necessary plant 
pigments are restored to the ration. “ 

reen grass is probably richer in carotin than any 
other dairy feed. Cows fed on it will therefore produce 
the highest coloured butter. Green maize, in which 
xanthophylls constitute the chief pigment, will also pro- 
duce a highly coloured product. On the other hand, a 
ration of bleached clover hay and yellow maize is practi- 
cally devoid of yellow gt and the milk from cows 
fed upon it will ually lose its colour. It is, of 
course, indisputably true that the breed does influence 
the colour of the milk fat ; but vary the ration and there 
will be a corresponding variation in the colour of the 
milk fat in each breed. In cows of the Jersey and 
Guernsey breeds the body fat is frequently of such a 
comp yellow colour that some butchers and consumers 
look with disfavour upon beef from these breeds. For 
this prejudice there is absolutely no justification. The 
yellowness of the fat springs from the same causes as 
the yellowness of the milk fat, and there is no reason 
for objecting in one case to the very thing that is pri 
in the other—U.S. Department of Agriculture. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Parasitic 
Anthrax d-Mouth 
and wa Glanders.t Mange. t Swine Fever 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Sh 
Period. mals.| Out- | Ani- mals. | | Ani- Scab] Out- 
a a b b) (0) (a) 
Gr. BRIIAIN. | 
Week ended June 12 8 s 4 4 24 46 1 124 602 
1914... | «18 26) 28| 40 121 | 1074 
1913 13 15 61! 19) 65 | 772 
1912 ...| 10 12 3] 34! 67 67 | 1172 


Total for 24 weeks, 1915 up «-- | 342 | 379 


17! 22] $867| $818] 155] 2091 | ggo4 


1913 ++» | 306 | 330 
1912 | 475 | 531 


1914. 413 | 440 | 
| 


74 48 | 116 | 1816 | 2361 | 145] 2009 | 20223 
81 | 231 | 1594 | 3265] 121] 1116 | 16095 
79 | #162 | 2027 | 4511} 162] 1637 | 21152 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 19165, inclusive. 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Counties affected, animals attacked : London 2, Middlesex 1. 
Board of Agriculture i 


and eries, June 15, 1915 


{ Figures for eleven weeks only. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended June 12 1 2 2 14 
1914 ... 1 2 6 27 
Corresponding Week in 1913... 2 4 5 25 
1912 ... 2 1 
Total for 24 weeks, 1915 ian 1 1 1 3 31 247 183 788 
1914 ... 1 1 75 | 955 eee eee 47 838 113 579 
Corresponding period in ove eve 90 295 80 480 
1912 ... 2 2 ons 41 253 128 1202 


figures for the Current Year are approximate 
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